Minutes of LACPC Regular Meeting

March 11, 2009
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Minutes of the 

Lehigh Acres Community Planning Corporation
Meeting Date: March 11, 2009
Call to Order: 

On March 11, 2009, a regular meeting of the Lehigh Acres Community Planning Corporation (LACPC) Board of Directors was called to order in the Ruth Anglickis Community Room of the Veterans Park Recreation Center, 55 Homestead Road, Lehigh Acres, Florida, at 6:32PM, President Bo Turbeville presiding.   

Bo Turbeville provided the invocation. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Edd Weiner.
Roll Call:

The following thirteen (13) members were in attendance:

Liz Eilf
Stacie Sherman
Jacqui Hill

James Crews
Richard Georgian
Willard Baker
Bo Turbeville                                   Willi Schwarzmeier
Linda Carter


Edd Weiner 
Thomas Pfuner 
Damon Shelor
Frank LaRosa (arrived at 6:53)

Members not in attendance: Tami Baker (excused)
Parliamentarian David King was in attendance.


Public Comment on Agenda Items: 

[none]
Approval of March Agenda: 

Edd Weiner made a motion to approve the amended March agenda (Changed ‘January’ to ‘February’), seconded by Linda Carter. Motion carried unanimously.
Approval of February Minutes:  
The February minutes were incomplete due to the inaudibility of the recordings. Comments made by county staff were not included in the initial February minutes. 

Edd Weiner made a motion to table the February minutes for one month until comments by county staff could be added, seconded by Linda Carter. Motion carried unanimously.
Officer’s Reports:
Secretary James Crews commented about not being able to post information on the website. Linda Carter said she had the technology available to do so.
Treasurer Richard Georgian reported a total income of .36 cents and an expenditure of $47.70 to the Omni Network for semi-annual website dues. The current account balance is $1731.34.
Linda Carter made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by James Crews. Motion carried unanimously.

Vice President Edd Weiner commented about a meeting he had with county staff (Bobby Stewart and Rick Roberts) regarding the proposed Rental Ordinance. “…[their] main objection still is that this is going to cost billions of dollars to implement.”
“We kind of ironed out a couple of difficulties with the county that they have expressed a problem with, so on our third trip down there, we will have a clearer way to express ourselves so we can throw them to our side of the fence to make this thing work.” 

Edd Weiner also cited success of such programs in Bonita Springs and suggested implementing the plan in a Weed and Seed area to demonstrate the potential benefits. 

President Bo Turbeville reported that two people have expressed interest in bringing plans before the board. Both projects are on Joel Boulevard, the site of the old Lehigh Corporation building and the driving range. 

New Business:  
[Frank LaRosa entered the meeting]
Edd Weiner showed examples of how traffic circles, or “roundabouts” could help improve the flow of traffic by eliminating cross-traffic. The entrance to Westminster, the intersection of Hightower and Leonard, as well as the intersection of Rita and Leonard were all cited as possible locations to place roundabouts. 

Edd Weiner also spoke about bussing in Lehigh Acres. Rather than having more full-size buses, Mr. Weiner suggested smaller buses that would be more able to navigate the streets of Lehigh Acres.
Richard Georgian espoused the safety benefits of roundabouts, where potential accidents occur at lower speeds. He also acknowledged a need to educate the public about the proper use of roundabouts.

Damon Shelor commented about the idea of “pocket parks” and how the county would be reluctant to approve such small recreational areas, as they have previously required minimum size of 25-30 acres. A lobbying effort would be required to change their minds.

Resolution of Support for Comprehensive Plan:

Bo Turbeville said the comprehensive plan would be before the County Commissioners around April 1st. “They (County Commission) haven’t touched it, and they believe it’s good the way it works.”

Linda Carter made the motion to approve the resolution for the comprehensive plan with changes (Jacqui Hill was incorrectly listed as secretary), seconded by Liz Eilf. The motion passed 12-1, nay vote cast by Frank LaRosa.
Public Comment:
[none]
Board Comment:
Frank LaRosa spoke about getting behind qualified Lehigh Acres residents to compete for open seats in state and local government. “We need to start having some meetings for some candidates that we can put into a hat to challenge for these seats that are open… we need to start looking at people who are willing to take the bull by the horns, get the people behind them. We’re big enough to start doing that. What do we have to lose?”
Stacie Sherman talked about doing a ride-along with a Lee County Sheriff deputy for 12 hours and encouraged others to do so. “It was very eye opening.”

Bo Turbeville espoused the benefits of the “red shirts” at County Commission meetings. It gets Lehigh into the mind of the County as they search for votes. Edd Weiner pointed out that Cape Coral currently elects our representation at the county level. 
Adjournment:
Linda Carter made a motion to adjourn at 7:25PM, seconded by Liz Eilf. Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
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James M. Crews, Secretary, LACPC
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