Minutes of LACPC Regular Meeting

February 11, 2009
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Minutes of the 

Lehigh Acres Community Planning Corporation
Meeting Date: February 11, 2009
Call to Order: 

On February 11, 2009, a regular meeting of the Lehigh Acres Community Planning Corporation (LACPC) Board of Directors was called to order in the Ruth Anglickis Community Room of the Veterans Park Recreation Center, 55 Homestead Road, Lehigh Acres, Florida, at 6:36PM, President Bo Turbeville presiding.   

Bo Turbeville provided the invocation. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Lee County Commissioner Frank Mann.
Roll Call:

The following nine (9) members were in attendance:

Tami Baker
Stacie Sherman
Jacqui Hill

James Crews
Richard Georgian


Bo Turbeville                                   Willi Schwarzmeier



Edd Weiner 
Thomas Pfuner 
Members not in attendance: Damon Shelor (excused), Willard Baker, Linda Carter, Liz Eilf, Frank LaRosa.
Parliamentarian David King was in attendance.


Public Comment on Agenda Items: 

Kevin Shea provided a public comment against the proposed Rental Ordinance, suggesting further analysis and impact studies before adoption.
Commissioner Frank Mann introduced three people at the meeting; Mary Gibbs, Bobby Stewart from Community Development, and Dawn Perry Leonard, an attorney doing background research about the rental ordinance. “I bet when they have a chance to talk, Kevin, a lot of the issues you just touched on, they’ll probably be able to help you with.”
Approval of February Agenda: 

Richard Georgian made a motion to approve the February agenda, seconded by Tami Baker. Motion carried unanimously.
Approval of January Minutes:  
Edd Weiner made a motion to approve the January minutes, seconded by James Crews. Motion carried unanimously.
Officer’s Reports:
Secretary James Crews had nothing to report.

Treasurer Richard Georgian reported a total income of .44 cents, an expenditure of $19.99, and a current balance of $1778.68.

Edd Weiner made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Thomas Pfuner. Motion carried unanimously.
Vice President Edd Weiner reported that the Rental Ordinance was emailed to the Board and thanked Commissioner Mann for his support of the Comprehensive Plan. 
The Vice President also reported that Commissioner Mann requested that “we move this into an action plan and send it down to the County Commission as soon as possible” at the Lehigh Community Council meeting.
President Bo Turbeville apologized for having to leave the meeting at 7:15. He also expressed pride in the Board for “working for the betterment of Lehigh” even though the LACPC’s only official duty was to deliver the Comprehensive Plan.
New Business:  
Rental Ordinance:
Edd Weiner explained the Rental Ordinance, citing substandard duplexes on Leonard Blvd. from Gunnery to Lee Blvd. ‘If you are a property owner who owns property in Lehigh Acres, in order to rent your property you need to obtain a permit from Lee County. In doing so, it triggers either Code Enforcement or the Building Department to come out and inspect the property to make sure there is electricity, running water, no broken windows, doors, growhouses…’ The price would be $100 every year.
Also, property owners living in other states will be required to have a Lee County resident on call 24/7 to make sure they are the ones that are called to tell you there is a problem with the property.

When confronted with legal concerns from representatives of Lee County, Edd Weiner explained that the project was an example of programs that could be implemented through Weed & Seed and cited Lee County’s lack of ability to properly fund Lehigh Acres.

Stacie Sherman spoke about a ride-around she did through her neighborhood, citing junk cars on property. Even though it was properly reported, the junk cars are there to this day. “Lehigh has been left to blight for so long, that we’re all trying to play catch-up, and it’s not working.”
President Bo Turbeville excused himself at 7:15, Vice President Edd Weiner presiding. 

Richard Georgian made motion to table the Lehigh Acres Rental Ordinance for 60 days, seconded by James Crews. Motion carried unanimously.
Comprehensive Planning Study:
Jim Mudd spoke about the Comprehensive Plan. “What the plan does is starts out identifying the issues of Lehigh Acres… (it) lists a whole number of conceptual ideas of things we can do, and towards the end it talks about how we can implement this plan.”

Richard Georgian suggested a demonstration area to prove the merits of the Comprehensive Plan.

Frank Mann cited the lack of funding triggers in the Plan. 
Richard Georgian made a motion for the Lehigh Acres Community Planning Corporation to approve the Comprehensive Planning Study, as presented by WRT. Seconded by Tami Baker. Motion carried unanimously.
Open Public Comment:
[None]

Open Board Comment:

[None]

Adjournment:
Richard Georgian made a motion to adjourn at 8:07 PM, seconded by Tami Baker. Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
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James M. Crews, Secretary, LACPC
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